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Abstract

Since its establishment on October 1, 1949, the People's
Republic of China has sought international recognition as the
sole legitimate government of China. Britain was among the
first countries to officially recognize it on January 6, 1950, to
secure its interests in the Far East. This recognition was
contrary to the position of its ally, the United States of America,
which was disturbed by the victory of the Communists in
China, as it saw this as a threat to its influence and interests in
the Far East, especially since it viewed it as a strong competitor,
and that it was natural for it to revolve in the orbit of the Soviet
Union, so it ignored recognizing it, which it officially
announced on August 10, 1958.

From this standpoint, the research sheds light on the
British-American position towards recognizing the People's
Republic of China (1949-1958), those two countries that agreed
on anti-communism, and their policies towards recognizing the
People's Republic of China differed, as for the objectives of the
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research, they are represented in revealing the motives for this
disagreement in the position of both countries, and the reasons
behind it.

The main research problem revolves around the British -
American position regarding the recognition of popular China
(1949 - 1958), and it can be detailed through several questions,
the most important of which is: What is the British -American
position regarding recognition of the popular China? What are
the British motives for recognition of the popular China on
January 6, 1950 AD? What are the American motives behind
not recognizing them? And why did the United States publicly
declare this on August 10, 1958?.

Keywords: China, Britain, United States of America.
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The Consul General at Peiping (Clubb) to the Secretary of State

Pereing, October 3, 1949.
[Received October 3—7:42 a. m.]

1667. ReContel 1658, September 30. Final session PCC September
30 unanimously elected Mao Tze-tung chairman of Central People’s
Government of People’s Republic of China and six vice chairmen
Chang Lan, Chu Teh, Kao Kang, Li Chi-shen, Liu Shao-chi and
Madame Sun Yat-sen. Central organ of state authority is People’s
Government Council with 56 members as given by NCNA. October 1.
September 30 final session also elected 180 members of National Com-
mittee Chinese People’s PCC of which 18 seats reserved for areas to be

liberated, and passed final declaration (NCNA September 30). PCC
closing speech delivered by Chu Teh (NCNA October 1). Central
People’s Government of People’s Republic of China established here
October 1 with formal proclamation by Chairman Mao (NCNA Eng-
lish October 1).

Mao stated Central People’s Government Council took office October
1 and unanimously made following decision :

(1) Proclamation of formation of Central People’s Government.

(2) Adoption common program of Chinese People’s PCC as policy
for new government.

(3) Election of Lin Po-chu as Secretary-General of Central Peo-
ple’s Government Council.

(4) Appointment of Chou En-lai as Premier of State Administra-
tion Council [con]currently Foreign Minister; Mao Tze-tung as
[Chairman of] Chinese People’s Republic Military Council ; Chu Teh
as CinC of PLA; Shen Chun-ju as Chief Justice Supreme People’s
Court; Lo Jung-huan as Procurator General.

Mao proclamation further stated Central People’s Government
Council decided to declare to governments all other countries that this
government is the sole legal government representing all peoples of
People’s Republic of China. (ReContel 1666, October 2 [7].) Afore-
cited NCNA. English version of second sentence final paragraph of
proclamation reads “this government is willing to establish diplomatic
relations with any foreign Government which is willing to observe
the principles of equality, mutual benefit and mutual respect of terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty.” *°

Sent to Department, repeated Shanghai 1833, Tientsin by mail.

Cruss

W R.U.S.:1949, Vol. VIII, The Far East: China, The Consul General at Peiping
(Clubb) to the Secretary of State, Peiping, Oct 3, 1949., p. p. 546 -547.
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29. Memorandum of Conference With President Eisenhower

Washington, August 11, 1958, 8:57-9:10 a.m.

OTHERS PRESENT

General Twining
General Goodpaster

General Twining said that the Chiefs had been considering the situ-
ation in China, in the Formosa Straits area. They have started the prepa-
ration of contingency plans, and have alerted commanders in the area,
but have directed no specific action. He understood the matter would
come up for consideration in the NSC this week, and commented that the
situation is unclear, perhaps intentionally so, with respect to the objec-
tive of defending the offshore islands. The President said he had spoken
to Gordon Gray a few minutes earlier on this same subject, and had sug-
gested it might be best to have just the statutory NSC members meet with
him to discuss the question. He confirmed that the picture is cloudy re-
garding the offshore islands. There are good reasons for taking the view
that they should beabandoned. However, a great part of the Chinese Na-
tionalist forces are now deployed on the islands, and their removal or
loss would be a signal to all of Asia that there is no hope that can be held
out against the Communists in China. General Twining commented that
the military authorities are concentrating on getting the F-86s on the is-
lands into operational status quickly.

[Here follows discussion of unrelated matters.]

G.
Brigadier General, LISA

W, R.U.S., (1958 - 1960), Vol. xix, China, Memorandum of Conference With
President Eisenhower, Washington, Aug 11, 1958, p. 48.
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