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Shipbuilding in Egypt in the Umayyad era: a historical and
documentary study

(41 AH-132 AH / 662-750 AD)
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Abstract

This study ‘Shipbuilding in Egypt in the Umayyad Era: A
Documentary Historical Study (41 AH-132 AH / 662-750 AD)’ is of
great importance as it is considered an early model that shows the
extent of civilisational development, as it highlights the ability of the
Umayyad state to face challenges to its ability to build the fleet within
its available capabilities, and reflects the awareness of the governors
of the need to develop the building process by establishing training
centres on the ports of the Mediterranean Sea.

The study made an attempt to extrapolate a wide range of
historical sources contemporary or close to the Umayyad state, but
three groups of sources added much interest in shipbuilding in Egypt
during the era of the Bani Umayyad governors, namely: The papyrus
papers, with their unique reference to navigational issues, maritime
administrative organisations and financial procedures contemporary to
the fleet-building phase. In addition, jurisprudential documents and
their importance in accessing and identifying the contracts for the
construction of boats to clarify the extent of the development of the
shipbuilding industry, and then literary studies, especially poetry
books, and their importance in identifying the tasks and types of ships
used in the Umayyad fleet in Egypt.
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