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The Attitude of the United States of America on the
continental blockade (1807-1812)
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Abstract

The United States of America took a series of
measures to confront the policy of continental blockade, the
most important of which were the Embargo Acts of 1807-
1809 and the Non-Intercourse Acts of 1809-1812. These
measures, taken by President Thomas Jefferson, had both
positive and negative effects on the American economy at
the same time. Historians have confirmed that the embargo
laws had significant consequences on the American
economy, including causing severe economic recession, a
significant increase in smuggling between the United States
and other countries, and contributing to fears of state
secession and the possibility of civil war. It also played an
active role in expanding domestic manufacturing, which was
the beginning of the United States' path toward self-
sufficiency.
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